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How to Use: 
These discussion questions are based on the video and required reading for each class. You can use 
them to lead a discussion with your group, or you can use them to think about the class videos and 
readings on your own. You do not have to use them in the order given below, and you do not have 
to use all of them. Onward! 
 

1. How has history been rewritten in your nation in the past few decades? Have you 
encountered revisionist histories that have reversed our sense of who the “victors” and who 
the defeated were? 

 
2. What are the customs for setting a meal in your culture? Are there dining tables that are set 

on special occasions for more than family and friends? What occasions can you imagine that 
might necessitate a table to be set for “the wicked just the same as the righteous”? 

 
3. Whitman seems to take joy in encouraging us not only to accept but to celebrate our bodies. 

Bodies are what we all share and are thus, for Whitman, the very basis of democratic 
thinking. Do you think that if we actually worshipped our bodies, as Whitman suggests we 
do, there would be less violence in the world, or is body worship the origin of violence? 

 
4. What does Whitman mean when he says “I show that size is only development”? In this 

section, the poet wants to “dilate,” to expand, until he is large enough to imagine the earth 
itself as a lover. What goes into the “development” that is necessary for this kind of dilation 
of the self to take place? Does it help to know that “develop” comes from etymological 
roots meaning to “unveil,” “unwrap,” or “reveal”? 

 
5. What does Whitman mean when he tells us that “evil propels” him and “reform of evil 

propels” him, and that he sands “indifferent” to the distinction? How can both the evil itself 
and the “reform” of that evil fuel this poem? Who decides what is “evil” in this world, and 
who decides which “evils” need to be “reformed”? Are some people’s “evils” other people’s 
virtues? What happens when the actions that some people believe will get you to heaven 
turn out to be the same actions that other people believe will land you in hell? 

 


