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This week's assignment asks you to approach your writing in a new way: by starting out with what 
you won't do, rather than what you will do. 

With every line we write, we're making decisions, consciously and unconsciously, about what lines 
we don't write. Both Alan Cherchesov and Kevin Brockmeier ask you to embrace the possibilities of 
constraint, to intensify that selection of what you include and what you leave unsaid.  For this 
exercise, to find out whether, as Kevin says, “it’s a barrier or an aid” for you, we ask that you write a 
short scene using one of the constraints suggested by Alan or Kevin. 

Two choices: 

1) Write a scene of ten sentences and include in each sentence a numeral. If you've reached 
ten sentences and you'd like to keep going, you can make this a scene of twenty sentences, or 
thirty -- the idea is just to write within this pattern. Example: On the day my town flooded, I was 
ten years old. It was four o'clock in the morning. In the darkness, right before I heard the water coming, two 
roosters crowed. 

2) Or, write a scene whose sentences are each the same number of words. Every line could 
be ten words long, or sixteen, or twenty-nine, as long as every line contains the same number 
of words.Example: I wrote to my father on Thursday to ask for his forgiveness. I begged for him to answer, 
or to let my mother answer. (12 words per line) 

You can write something new, and see what happens, or you can take one of the exercises you've 
written previously and adapt it to fit one of the options above. Your scene can include dialogue, 
multiple points of view, past and present tense, whatever you like, as long as it fits one of the 
options above. 

 


