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How to use these questions: 
These discussion questions are based on the video and required reading for each class. You can use 
them to lead a discussion with your group, or you can use them to think about the class videos and 
readings on your own. You do not have to use them in the order given below, and you do not have 
to use all of them. Onward! 
 
Class 4 Questions for Beginning Writers 
Choose one or more of the options below to discuss with your group: 
 
From Andrew Sean Greer’s talk: 

Andrew Sean Greer discusses the ways in which the frame of the story – the voice an author 
uses to tell the story to the reader, and the bias and point of view that comes with that voice 
– plays a big part in determining what information is delivered to the reader, how it is 
delivered, and what information is left out. Charles Baxter’s story “Loyalty” is told from the 
character Wes’s point of view. (The link to this story can be found in the Class 4 Readings 
document.) Consider the following paragraph from the story: 

 
Corinne had been bitching to me, to me, and the topics were, I don’t know the usual. I drank 
too much on weekends, my dog Scooter slobbered on the bedroom floor, my hands were 
always dirty from the shop – and the killer accusation: I was inattentive to her needs, whatever 
they were. Mostly Corinne complained about herself, her rickety soiled unrecognizable life, 
her confusion, her panic over our baby, her fear of being an inadequate mother, her sadness, 
that stuff. 

 
How might this paragraph read differently if Baxter had used Corinne’s point of view to 
frame of the story instead of Wes’s? Would it change the way you see Corinne and Wes’s 
characters?  

 
Optional assignment preparation question for beginning writers:  

Assignment Prep Question: The Class 4 Assignment for Beginning Writers for asks you to 
write the same story two different ways: (1) from the point of view of one character and (2) 
from the point of view of another character (full assignment instructions can be found in the 
Class 4 Writing Assignments document). To help you get started, reread Baxter’s story and 
think about how the story would unfold if it were told in Corinne’s point of view: what new 
information would you learn, and what information would you no longer have? How would 
changing the point of view change your perception of these two characters? 
 

From Mamle Kabu’s talk: 
In her talk, Mamle Kabu discusses strategies for character description and action, and for 
using those descriptions and actions to reveal important information to the reader. For 
example, she stated that in one of her novels, she describes a main character as having 
permed hair. This might sound like a very simple description. But by describing this 
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character’s hair, she indirectly tells the reader that this character could afford to have her hair 
permed, which also reveals that this character is from a particular social class in Ghana. What 
are some ways that you might indirectly reveal important information about a character 
through a simple description or action? When you are trying to make a character feel real, 
why might it be more effective to reveal information indirectly than to just state the 
information directly? 
 
Optional discussion activity: Imagine that you have created a character, and you want your 
readers to know that this character is afraid to go outside. What are some actions or 
descriptions you could use to reveal that fear to the reader without stating it directly? 

 
Class 4 Questions for Experienced Writers 
Choose one or more of the options below to discuss with your group: 
 
From Andrew Sean Greer’s talk: 

As Andrew Sean Greer talks about the importance of framing your story, he discusses how 
the use of different frames or points of view can profoundly change the arc of your story 
and the emotions it invokes in the reader. If you were to start thinking about framing before 
you began writing a new piece of fiction, what are some things you might consider about 
your plot and characters that would help you decide which frame or point of view would be 
best? Are there types of stories that you think should be told from a single point of view 
versus types of stories that you think should be told from multiple points of view?  

 
From Mamle Kabu’s talk: 

Mamle Kabu discusses the ways in which character descriptions and actions can be 
employed to indirectly deliver important character information to your reader, which, in 
turn, can make those characters feel much more fully embodied. Look back at Charles 
Baxter’s story “Loyalty” (the link to this story can be found in the Class 4 Readings 
document). Are there specific moments where Baxter uses description or action to indirectly 
show you who these characters are? As the story unfolds, how does it build on the indirect 
delivery of information to make the characters feel real and/or to make you understand why 
the characters make the choices that they make? Do any single descriptions or actions seem 
particularly crucial to understanding the characters’ relationships with one another, or does 
your understanding of these relationships depend on the culmination of multiple actions and 
descriptions throughout the story? 

 


