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How to use these questions: 
These discussion questions are based on the video and required reading for each class. You can use 
them to lead a discussion with your group, or you can use them to think about the class videos and 
readings on your own. You do not have to use them in the order given below, and you do not have 
to use all of them. Onward! 
 
Class 6 Questions for Beginning Writers 
Choose one or more of the options below to discuss with your group: 
 
From Leslie Jamison’s talk: 

What do you think of Leslie Jamison’s “world glossary” technique for developing the world 
of your story outside of the actual narrative? Look back at one of the writing assignments 
you have completed for this course. What would you put in its world glossary?  

 
Optional assignment preparation question for beginning writers:  

The Class 6 Assignment for All Writers asks you to revisit a scene from one of your previous 
assignments and write a new scene that increases and enhances the description of the world 
that scene inhabits. (Full assignment instructions can be found in the Class 6 Writing 
Assignment document.) To prepare for this assignment, look at the room around you and 
take stock of certain objects. Write down an object, and then describe them through the 
lenses of three different emotions. For example, you could describe a clock as it would be 
seen an unhappy character, a frightened character, and a character who has just received 
good news. Did you focus on different aspects of the object? How did you try to make your 
descriptions reveal the emotions behind them? 

 
From Peter Orner’s talk: 

In his talk, Peter Orner discusses one of his favorite scenes from the novel Loving, by Henry 
Green, and explains why that scene is so memorable for him. Can you think of any scenes or 
moments from novels or stories you’ve read that have stuck with you over the years? Why 
do you think that these moments resonated with you so much? If you have reread a beloved 
novel or story, did your experience of it change? 
 

From Paul Harding’s talk: 
Paul Harding states that he always writes descriptions of his settings and landscapes through 
the lens of the characters who inhabit those spaces, rather than trying to write descriptions 
from an omniscient point of view. Look at the first lines of the excerpt from Jeffery Renard 
Allen’s novel Song of the Shank:  

 
She comes out of the house and sees fresh shapes in the grass, a geometrical warning she 
does not understand. Blades mashed down under a foot, half-digested clots of earth where 
shoe heels have bitten in, mutilated worms spiking up through regurgitated blackness – 
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piecemeal configurations, suggesting a man’s shoe, two, large, like Tom’s but not Tom’s 
since Tom never wears shoes in the country. 

 
(The link to this excerpt can be found in the Class 6 Readings document.) Do the words and 
phrases that Renard uses to evoke this rural landscape seem disturbing and ominous to you? 
What do you think these language choices are intended to convey about the main character – 
the “she” in the excerpt – and the way she feels about being in the country rather than the 
city? 

 
Class 6 Questions for Experienced Writers 
Choose one or more of the options below to discuss with your group: 
 
From Leslie Jamison’s talk: 

Leslie Jamison brings up the idea of an intersection between physicality and character 
emotions. Take a look at the writing assignments you’ve completed for this course. If you 
were to describe a place or object through a character’s point of view, how might those 
descriptions help to shed some light on the emotions running through the character at that 
moment? Do you think it’s possible for an omniscient narrator to convey a character’s 
emotional state through the description of an object, or can that be accomplished only in a 
close third person or a first person point of view? 
 

From Peter Orner’s talk: 
Peter Orner discusses a moment from Henry Green’s novel Loving which has stuck with him 
throughout the years. Think back to a moment or a scene in a novel or story that you have 
never forgotten, and then describe this moment or scene aloud to your group. Notice how 
you describe this scene or moment: what made it so resonant and memorable? What specific 
decisions did the author make that conveyed the power and importance of that scene or 
moment?  
 

From Paul Harding’s talk: 
Paul Harding discusses the need for exactitude in writing descriptions of settings and 
landscapes, suggesting that it is necessary not to merely record the surroundings of the 
scene, but to pick out the most essential details and deliver them to the reader through the 
lens of the characters who inhabit those settings. Read the excerpt from Jeffery Renard 
Allen’s novel Song of the Shank (the link to this story can be found in the Class 6 Readings 
document), and consider the ways in which Allen’s selection of details informs us about the 
emotions of the characters. What specific moment of detail do you believe is most powerful 
and effective in conveying how the main character (the “she” in the excerpt) feels about her 
rural surroundings? Think about the writing you’ve completed for assignments during this 
course, remembering Bernice Chauly’s discussion of using description to convey information 
about a character: is there a moment where you might show a setting through a character’s 
emotional lens in order to tell the reader something important about the character?  

 


