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Consider the approaches to experimenting with narrative structures discussed by ZP Dala and 
Suzanne Scanlon. Think also about Margot Livesey's closing words on finding your way through the 
writing process to the moment when your work is done. 
 
Look at the methods Masha Mohebali employed to create unusual and striking narratives. In one, 
she breaks the fourth wall to address the reader directly, repeatedly - predicting the experience of the 
story to the reader and simultaneously providing the experience. In the other, each scene of the story 
is punctuated by a paragraph that claims to contextualize the scene by referring to another story. 
Notice how these decisions affect your experience of each story. 
 
For your final assignment, look at the previous assignments you wrote for this MOOC. 
 
Choose the one that you think would benefit most from a process of experimentation. Perhaps one 
assignment has a particular scene or two, some dialogue and/or descriptive text that you are not 
happy with and want to approach in a different way. Perhaps you've been revising one assignment 
for the last few weeks but the pace or the tone or the way it unfolds is not quite working. Or 
perhaps there's something you've been writing outside if this MOOC and you want to try shaking 
that piece of writing up with a structural experiment. 
 
Choose the piece of writing you want to experiment with and find a way to break it open. 
 
Copy it into a new Word doc or text file and begin to experiment. You could try playing with 
language and sentence structure: new patterns of diction, invented words, inventive punctuation, 
stream of consciousness narration, addressing the reader directly. And/or you could try restructuring 
the story itself: move between past, present, and future Ina nonlinear way, or start the story at the 
end and see what happens when you try to take the reader through the events backward, or try 
telling the story from an unexpected point of view. 
 


