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1. Metaphors and similes probably aren’t new ideas for you. I bet you’ve heard many of them 

before, such as the one Danny uses: “Love is like a rose.” It’s so hot you could fry an egg on 
the sidewalk or some things are so easy, they’re like a hot knife through butter. What other 
common similes or metaphors can you think of? How could you make them more 
interesting and fresh? What power do similes and metaphors have that a regular image 
doesn’t? When, in a poem, might you want to use a simile or metaphor—for what purpose 
or effect? 
 

2. As writers, we’re often trying to say things in new ways, but we don’t want to say something 
so outrageously strange that it loses all grounding in comprehension. We have to remember 
that with figurative language, we’re building a relationship between two things. We’re 
pointing to the strings between them, and those strings—the similarities—help us 
understand both ideas with more accuracy, more depth, and more expression. Some images 
inherently make us think about experiences or emotions. Think about Danny’s discussion of 
“Song of Smoke.” Fire is the key image here, but it’s used in all shapes and figurations, 
drawing out all of its potential as figurative language to help us understand the stages, 
dangers, joys, and lifespan of a relationship. We get the smoldering, the spark, the heat, the 
flames, and the extinguishment—words and ideas we can physically, sensationally 
understand and use to think about this abstract thing called desire. What images seem ripe 
for figurative language? What threads can you follow to other ideas? What are the limits of 
figurative language? How do you when your simile or metaphor is not working the best? 
 

3. Read through the required poems for this class. What things are being compared in these 
poems? How do you experience the two things differently, more clearly, or more complexly 
when they are put in conversation with one another? What is the “biggest” or most central 
metaphor in these two poems, and why are they important to the overall effect of the poem? 
What do you think you can take from these poems and apply to your own writing? Which 
poem most excites you in the way it builds its relationships between words, ideas, images, or 
actions? 

 


