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>> Hey guys, before we complete the MOOC and end our time together, I wanted to touch base 
with you and just suggest some things to be thinking about as you continue incorporating poetry 
into your lives outside of this course. As you guys know, what we've studied over the last couple 
weeks is not everything that poetry can do. 

It doesn't show all of the wonderful poets that are writing today that haven't written before. And 
really, we set out to provide you with a brief background of some of the most important craft 
elements, so you could feel, as writers, that you had a better handle on how to get across your ideas 
to the world around you and to your readers. 

But once we're done with this course, please rest assured that poetry still lives in the world outside 
the walls of the room you're sitting in. Ways that you can access this are wildly, wildly numerous and 
I have some suggestions for you.  

First, there's a great publication that comes out every year. It's called Best American Poetry. It's a 
book that you can find at most libraries that goes years back and it's also a book you can find in 
independent book stores. I encourage you to pick it up, flip through it, read a couple poems, check 
out the authors, see where they're from, do a little research, and try to get in with what's going on in 
the contemporary landscape of poetry. 

Next, while you're at the library, look around for more books of poetry. Look at old books, look at 
new books, talk to the librarian about what they have for contemporary poetry, and pick up a book 
that scares you because of its cover or the title looks too difficult to pronounce, or one that makes 
you laugh or seems really connected to something that you're interested in. 

As we've mentioned before, all we can do as poets is read and write, read and write, and experience 
the world. If we want our work to get better, we have to keep reading. So the more you can read, the 
more you can get your hands on, the better your writing's going to be. 

So talk to those librarians, see what they have to offer. Next, check out magazines, books, or 
manuscripts that have been selected for publication that have been edited and that are complete and 
ready to share with the world. When poets have individual pieces that they want to get out there, 
they often share them in what are called literary journals and literary magazines. 

Now some of those journals are available online now. And if you go to a website called 
NewPages.com, you'll be able to access hundreds of websites that are online journalism. You can 
read contemporary poetry. But also, there are physical magazines that show up again in libraries, in 
coffee shops, in your local independent bookstores. 

So if you're out and about in the town and you stop at a bookshop, go to their magazine section. 
Ask if they have any poetry magazines. Check out what's being offered and make sure that the more 
you read you're taking notes and you're looking at who these authors are, because they'll send you in 
new directions. 
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Oftentimes you'll see a writer show up in an individual magazine and that will encourage you to read 
more of their work, and that will send you to another magazine, and then this trail of finding new 
places and access work is even brighter. Next, stay in touch with each other. 

After you've worked with each other in this class, and you've read the work of your peers, make sure 
you exchange emails or find out their contact or continue to discuss with them and share your work. 
The most important thing we can have as writers is a community of other people to bounce ideas 
off of, to share work with, and to remind us that after a day of school, or a day of work, or a day 
where everyone telling us, "Being a poet is silly, why would you ever do that?" That there are other 
people, whether they're in our community physically or not, there are people that believe the same 
things we do, and that can be really helpful as we move forward. 

Finally, take more courses, not just MOOC classes, but look in your community. Maybe there is a 
free poetry writing workshop at a coffee shop. Go in and participate or watch a local open mic or a 
local poetry slam. If your high school or the college you're about to attend offers a creative writing 
class, take it. 

You don't have to be a career poet or go in to the field of academia and teach as a college professor 
if you're a poet. You can do any number of things and still be a poet. But if it's something that you 
love and it's something you want to do, take more classes. 

Continue to learn and push yourself. I think if you do these things, you're going to feel like the 
poetry world has never left you. And very last thing I'll mention, a lot of the poems we've looked at 
for this class came from something called the Poetry Foundation. That website is a wonderful 
resource. 

Glossary of poetry terms, information on tons of poets, and access to hundreds of thousands of 
poems. They also help publish one of the oldest and most recognized magazines in the world, 
simply called, Poetry. Asking for a subscription for your birthday or a holiday is often something 
that grandparents, and parents, and friends would love to give you. 

But getting a subscription and seeing what comes every month in that magazine will also push you 
further. Have a good time guys, it's been fun working with you, and we hope you've learned a lot 
from the class. 

	


