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Welcome back. For this session, we are going to discuss plot. As it happens, it's not always 

that easy for us to find craft videos on plot, but for this session, we have three terrific 

videos which will give us I think lots of ideas about how you go about plotting a story 

or a novel. 

 

And in this context I think of a story that I once heard from the late John Gardner about 

the business of creating plots. He said that he was in front of a classroom at a university 

spinning out plots just to give the class an idea about how you make plots. And, in 

the middle of this lecture he said, or you could retell the story of Beowulf from the 

point of view of the monster. And a light bulb went off in his imagination. He put all 

his papers into his briefcase, walked out of the classroom, and did not return for six 

weeks, during which he wrote Grendel. 

When he told me this story I said, "What a great novel it is." And he said, "No, as it 

happens, it's actually a perfect novel." 

So is plotting easy for you? 

 

>> Well, I don't know about perfection, but I think that when I struggle the most with 

plot is when I'm thinking about plot separate from what I'm thinking about for my characters. 

If we think about character development as them actually going somewhere, or changing 

some way over the course of the novel, that happens through actual things happening. So, 

I feel, if you think about them together then plot doesn't seem like a burden you have to 

hammer out separately. 

 

>> So it emerges from the characters that you've developed. 

 

>> Certainly. 

 



 

>> So for this session Boris Fishman will break down the plot and give us a way of thinking 

about how to follow situations through and work with them. Stephen Lovely will talk about 

discovering plot, how the characters will lead you down different pathways. And finally, 

Jonathan Lethem will talk about creating plot, suggesting ways that you can experiment with 

juxtaposition and causality to produce structural and plot-like situations that you might not 

have imagined beforehand. Overall, as we like to say, we have an embarrassment of riches 

this week, in terms of plots. 

 

>> Absolutely. Boris Fishman's journalism, essays, and criticism have appeared in the 

New Yorker, the New York Times Magazine and Book Review, the London Review of Books, the 

Wall Street Journal, and elsewhere. He holds an MFA from New York University and has received 

residencies and fellowships from the New York Foundation of the Arts and the Fine Arts Work 

Center in Provincetown, Massachusetts. 

 

His first novel, A Replacement Life, was a New York Times pick for the 100 Notable Books 

of 2014 and a Barnes and Noble Discover Great New Writers pick. His next novel, Don't Let 

My Baby Do Rodeo, will be published in 2016. 

 

>> Stephen Lovely is a fiction writer who lives here in Iowa City, Iowa. His first novel, 

Irreplaceable, was published by Hyperion Voice in 2009. He's a graduate of the Iowa Writers' 

Workshop and a director of the Iowa Young Writers' Studio. 

 

Jonathan Lethem is the author of seven novels, of which The Fortress Of Solitude was a New 

York Times Best Seller. Motherless Brooklyn was named novel of the year by Esquire, won 

the National Book Critic's Circle Award, the Salon book award and the McMullen Crime Writers 

Association Gold Dagger. He's also written two short story collections, a novella, and 

a collection of essays. He lives in Brooklyn, New York. Enjoy. 


