
 

Outro Transcript 

 

>> We hope you enjoyed that video. We thought to conclude things, we'd take some time to just 

discuss how a writer sustains the writing life. For me personally, I'm emerging, as they call it. And 

one thing that I've found to be very restorative for me is to put things in perspective. Jane Smiley, 

she did a craft talk when I was in Iowa at the workshop about how, particularly if you were a 

novelist, you are the tortoise. You are not the hare. 

 

So it's about knowing what sort of art that you are creating and understanding that you might see 

people next to you who seem to be kind of shooting forward and having publications and having 

things happening quicker. But if you've set yourself on a trajectory, like I want to write this book, I 

don't want to have these small things, I want to write this thing that's 360 pages, then that's going to 

mean a little bit more delayed gratification, if gratification, for you, is publication. And if you are a 

short story writer, there's a different sort of trajectory there as well, and there's a different kind of 

way that you need to protect your self image. Really it's about not comparing yourself to other 

people. If that's one thing I can impart, it's that everyone's journey is different. And the beauty of it 

is a journey; it's just like a narrative. The beauty is how did you get there. 

 

>> Yeah, and it seems to me that the most important thing about that journey is not to abandon 

hope. That day by day you try to write a few words or a sentence. I love what the wonderful novelist 

and short story writer Richard Bausch said recently on Facebook, when you're working on a story 

visit it everyday, even if you just wanna see how it's doing. That's a way of staying engaged with it. 

And then doing those things that make it possible to keep writing: read deeply, take care of yourself, 

be kind to yourself when the writing doesn't go well, remembering that at the end of the day, all that 

really matters is whether you took a shot at it or not. And if you have, then it's probably been a good 

day. 

 

>> And I would add to support other writers. I've loved being part of a writing community. I think 

that there's a lot of be gained from it in your neighborhood, whether that's through a community 



 

center, your library. I think that being in fellowship with other people who love words as much as 

you do and who, of course, usually love reading as much as you do is just one way to feel that you're 

moving forward and that you're sort of sustaining your interest in words. 

 

>> One of the best things that can happen in a creative writing workshop anywhere, whether it's in 

a coffee shop, or at a university, or in a large open online course such as this one, is that you will 

find kindred spirits. And they can become more important to you in the long run of your writing life 

even than your teachers because they are the ones that you will share your work with who will spur 

you to write better things, who will say to you, read this writer. And you can do the same for them. 

It is a community. 

 

We hope you found one here, and we look forward to seeing you again at another MOOC from the 

International Writing Program. 

 

>> Thank you for spending time with us. 

 

>> Onward. 


