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Since we are looking at traditional forms this week, assignment 3 asks you to consider the presence 
of tradition in your individual life, your communities, and your society. 
 
First, think about the presence of cultural traditions in your life. Are there particular traditions in 
your family or your community that you subscribe to and intend to carry on? Are there traditions 
that you disagree with or prefer not to participate in? 
 
Next, think about how cultural traditions have affected or shaped people you know. Do you have 
friends or family members who have found particular traditions difficult or unpleasant to uphold? 
Can you think of a time when you saw that a friend or family member was proud to celebrate a 
tradition? 
 
In thinking about the above, you may notice that cultural traditions often intersect with cultural 
expectations. Consider how traditions may also intersect with stereotypes and therefore with 
assumptions. Can you remember a time when someone's expectations of you were based not on 
your individual strengths, weaknesses, achievements, or failures, but on assumptions based on your 
cultural heritage or your community circumstances? Are there times when you saw someone expect 
a friend, family member, classmate, or colleague to adhere to a stereotype? 
 
Option A: Write a pantoum or a poem with strong meter. In this poem, address a cultural 
tradition. You can depict this tradition clearly, or you can try to give the reader a strong 
understanding of what it is without directly describing it. You can celebrate this tradition, or you can 
condemn it, but try to show the reader the fullness of this tradition: its beauty as well as its ugliness; 
its place in history as well as its present-day role. 
 
Option B: Outline or sketch a play, then write the first scene. In this outline, use at least three 
characters to address a cultural tradition. For example, perhaps one character wishes to continue a 
tradition, the second wishes to dispose of it, and the third sees both sides. Perhaps only one 
character is directly affected by this tradition; perhaps the others have merely an observer's 
perspective on this tradition's merits or flaws. Think about how you want this conflict to play out, 
and sketch a simple outline of how you want to use these characters to carry the play forward. Then 
write the first scene.  
*If you will be sharing your first scene with a writing class or group, do not submit your 
outline! Wait and see if the readers of your first scene understand where the play is going, what the 
tradition is, what the conflict is. After you have heard their comments, you can share and discuss 
your outline with them. 


