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How to use these questions: 

These discussion questions are based on the video and required reading for each class. You can use 
them to lead a discussion with your group, or you can use them to think about the class videos and 
readings on your own. You do not have to use them in the order given below, and you do not have 
to use all of them. Onward! 
 

Class 5 Questions for Beginning Writers 
Choose one or more of the options below to discuss with your group: 
 
From Forrest Gander’s talk: 

Forrest Gander discusses three different kinds of turns in three poems, which he recites 
during this talk: the argumental turn in Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 44”; the turn of the line break 
in Marianne Moore’s “No Swan So Fine”; and the turning at the end of Oppen’s “Psalm.” 
(links to these poems can be found in the Class Five Readings document). How are each of 
these turns working in their respective poems? What are the differences and similarities in 
the effect they have on you as a reader? Does the use of the turn in one of these three 
poems seem more successful to you than its use in the other two?  
 

Optional assignment preparation question for beginning writers:  
To prepare for the Class 5 Assignment for Beginning Writers, think back to a time when you 
had a strong conviction or opinion about something and then later changed your mind. 
Think about this “turn” you experienced: what caused you to change your stance? Did you 
feel more strongly about your original opinion or about your revised opinion? Write down a 
brief description of what happened, noticing the words and phrases you use to describe your 
original stance, your revised stance, and, particularly, what emotions and images those words 
and phrases convey. If you were to use this description to write your assignment, would you 
want to describe both your original opinion and your revised opinion with equal power, at 
equal length? 
 

From Dora Malech’s talk: 
Dora Malech advises you to “go back on your words and go forth on your words.” She 
describes poetry as a space without judgment, open to many competing and contradicting 
truths. Do all forms of “creative writing” give us this particular freedom from judgment, or 
is this quality specific to poetry?  
 
Optional discussion activity: Look back at the poems you have written for this course, and 
consider how you might have written them differently as stories or essays. What freedoms 
were you able to take advantage of by writing in poetic form? 
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Class 5 Questions for Experienced Writers 
Choose one or more of the options below to discuss with your group: 
 
From Forrest Gander’s talk: 

Forrest Gander describes a faith in the “small words” (the prepositions and “small nouns” 
of Oppen’s poem) to achieve and create intimacy between reader and writer, between one 
person and another. Why might you have a special faith in these “small words” as opposed 
to others? How can you think about the importance or unimportance of these words in your 
own work, with respect both to their sound and to their meaning? In what way can these 
“small words” take on importance in a poem? 
 

From Dora Malech’s talk: 
Metaphors, Dora Malech shows us, can be a kind of inconstancy to the world – a description 
or picture of something as something it is not. Metaphors, in this way of thinking, require a 
“leap of faith” both for the writer and the reader. How else, in poems, do we see “leaps of 
faith” occurring? What other form do they take besides metaphor? What is the difference 
between a leap and a turn? 

 


