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For assignment 1, write a portrait. It can be fiction or nonfiction. 
 
Your assignment 1 portrait can be a work of literary journalism, which is to say, a profile of a 
person: their past and present; their cultural and geographical setting; their identity and community. 
Consider using dialogue between this person and the people around them to show the reader what 
they are like. Consider using description of this person's surroundings as well as description of this 
person's actions or decisions to show the reader how this person fits into their setting: are they at 
home there? Does their setting support their identity, or repress it? Is this person a typical 
representative of their community, or are they unusual in some way? For this profile, you can write 
about a person you know, or a person you don't know but would like to research and write about. 
 
Or your assignment 1 portrait can be a work of fiction, which is to say, a creation of an 
imagined person's identity and surrounding community. You may wish to use dialogue 
between this person and other characters that you think should occupy this person's world. Consider 
showing how this person treats the characters around them; or interacts with their physical 
environment; or thinks about their personal history, about their successes or failures, about who and 
what supported them in the past and who or what held them back. For this short story or scene, you 
can write in first, second, or third person. You can write in past or present (or future) tense. 
 
Whether you write fiction or nonfiction, think about this: what societal forces or constraints have 
made this person who they are? How can you write about this person so that the reader can glimpse 
or begin to understand what external social issues have influenced the identity this person has, or 
have shaped the relationships they have and the role they play in their community? How can you 
describe this person so that we will feel that we are reading about a unique individual, but an 
individual who is of and from a particular community and place? 
 
Suggested word count: 1000-1500 words. 


